QUOTH THE RAVEN ... HERE'S SOME QUOTES!
---

Just a collection of random quotations that - for one reason or another - tickled my fancy and seemed like they were 
worth jotting down for future reference ... Be forewarned, these are not in any kind of order! When I find a quote, I 
just slap it onto the bottom of the list (so I guess you could follow the evolution of my "literary" tastes 
chronologically by working from top to bottom).

Last Updated: 5/10/22 (Fox Mulder)









A hippo does not have a sting in its tail, but a wise man would still rather be sat on by a bee.

- Polish proverb




Our stress on originality in modern literature and life would have baffled Shakespeare [whose] couplet expresses the 
medieval, renaissance, and eighteenth century concept that to tell a new story was no particular achievement, but to tell 
an old one better than anyone had yet done was "true wit", or genius.

- Alice Griffin, "The Sources of Ten Shakespearean Plays" (1966)




Ninety percent of the politicians give the other 10 percent a bad reputation.

- Henry Kissinger




A book is more than a verbal structure or series of verbal structures; it is the dialogue it establishes with its reader 
and the intonation it imposes upon his voice and the changing and durable images it leaves in his memory. A book is not an 
isolated being: it is a relationship, an axis of innumerable relationships.

- Jorge Luis Borges, "A Note on Bernard Shaw" (1951)




It is imperative that we maintain hope even when the harshness of reality may suggest the opposite.

- Paulo Freire




Every mother is a judge who sentences her children for the sins of the father.

- Rebecca West




The secret of success is to throw yourself into your work - unless, of course, you are a garbage collector.

- Fozzie Bear




We need a wife to look after us/To sweep the yard/Cook in the kitchen/Wash at the wall/Send food to us when we are in the 
fields/Yes, a wife is very important.

- Darmanto Jatman, "Wife" (2002)




By the Cross and this Horse of God, I destroy this demon guardian at midday ... blue apples.

- Gerard de Sede ("The Tomb of God")




I TEGO ARCANA DEI (tr., "Begone! I conceal the secrets of God!")

- Gerard de Sede ("The Tomb of God")




Making love to your wife is like striking out the pitcher.

- Oscar Levant




Descended from apes! My dear, let us hope that it is not true, but if it is, let us pray that it will not become generally 
known.

- Wife of the Anglican bishop of Worcester, England (June, 1860)




Men are dangerous not only because they have unlimited appetites and unlimited yearning for power, but because they are 
creatures with dreams; and their extravagant dreams turn into nightmares if they seek to realize them in history.

- Reinhold Niebuhr ("The Structure of Nations and Empires")




If I had a fight everytime I was slighted, I'd still be in front of the [Holy Cross] library fighting. Now I'm fighting 
just to keep my belly under 36 inches.

- U.S. Supreme Court Justice Clarence Thomas




During Congress' first week back from summer vacation, the air was befogged with random rumors: That Clarence Thomas 
believes in the stork so he really has no opinion on abortion.

- Mark Russell (1991)




When you deal with your brother, be pleasant, but get a witness.

- Hesiod (8th century B.C.)




I used to think I was poor. Then they told me I wasn't poor, I was needy. Then they told me it was self-defeating to think 
of myself as needy, I was deprived. Then they told me deprived was a bad image, I was underprivileged. Then they told me 
underprivileged was oversued, I was disadvantaged. I still don't have a dime. But I sure have a great vocabulary.

- Jules Feiffer




Great wits are sure to madness near alli'd/And thin partitions do their bounds divide.

- John Dryden




I believe that religion, generally speaking, has been a curse to mankind - that its modest and greatly overestimated 
services on the ethical side have been more than overcome by the damage it has done to clear and honest thinking.

- H.L. Mencken




Words are goblins which come out in the middle of the night; they are not saints, immune to all temptation. When goblins 
gather, their bodies are covered with blood, and the pens they sharpen will never break.

- Joko Pinurbo




Let us honor those with the courage foolishly to set sail into unknown seas and with the endurance to reach land, though 
the land discovered differ from the land of the vision.

- Edward Nelson ("Gnomes in the Fog")




We're captive on the carousel of time, we can't return, we can only look behind from where we came.

- Dr. Joni Mitchell ("The Circle Game")




I like your Christ, I do not like your Christians. Your Christians are so unlike your Christ.

- Mahatma Gandhi




The past, at least, is secure.

- Daniel Webster




What are time's folds made of? Time bends so that its holes coincide ... The holes that prophets make to peer into the 
future are the same as the ones through which historians gaze at the stuff of the past.

- John Berger ("Jonah Who Will be 25 in the Year 2000")




Each faith is a path leading to God.

- Sri Ramakrishna




The Internet opened marvelously before him, like a vast undulating sea of crap and Pop Tarts.

- Max Burbank




The reluctance to put away childish things may be a requirement of genius.

- Rebecca Pepper Sinkler




The urge to make marks is a fundamental human impulse. Creating external symbols gives back an image of the self while 
leaving a sign in the world.

- Johanna Drucker




Time is a thing, that does not pass through boredom and the wishing, but must be fought with, rushed at, over-awed, and 
threatened with a sword ... 

- Stephen Spender (Anthology of Holy Cross verse, 1920-1937)




From out the white-barred breast of Dinand's shrine, where whistling winds in vaulted porch resound, a muffled shadow 
paced the white decline with silent foot-falls through the snowy mounds.

- Michael O. Driscoll (Anthology of Holy Cross verse, 1920-1937)




Even a trash can gets a steak every once in a while.

- Lebron James (after Celtics second-year guard Gabe Pruitt nailed a 3-pointer in a preseason game on Oct. 14, 2008)




Idleness leaves the frogs without buttocks.

- Louisiana Creole proverb




Remember what you have seen / because everything forgotten / returns to the circling winds.

- Navajo wind chant




Many of us crucify ourselves between two thieves ... regret for the past and fear of the future.

- Fulton Oursler




To fear love is to fear life, and those who fear life are already three parts dead.

- Bertrand Russell




If anyone tells you something strange about the world, something you had never heard before, do not laugh but listen 
attentively; make him repeat it, make him explain it; no doubt there is something there worth taking hold of.

- Georges Duhamel




Modern man thinks he loses something - time - when he does not do things quickly. Yet he does not know what to do with the 
time he gains - except kill it.

- Erich Fromm




Writing is easy. All you do is sit down in front of a typewriter, open a vein, and bleed.

- Red Barber




We tend to assume that as moderns we are more sophisticated than the ancients - an assumption one might say borders on 
hubris if it were not well beyond that ... [W]e have become hopelessly literal in our reading of the Hebrew bible, stuck 
to the most superficial meanings of deeply metaphorical writings. The question, then, is why we should be so blind to what 
the ancient writers and their audience grasped quite clearly.

- Lesley Hazleton




His breath smelled like Nostradamus' coffin!

- Harland Williams




I've never had but one wrinkle, and I'm sitting on it.

- Jeanne Louise Calment




Life happens too fast for you ever to think about it ... if you could just persuade people of this, but they insist on 
amassing information.

- Kurt Vonnegut




A painter paints pictures on canvas. But musicians paint their pictures on silence.

- Leopold Stokowski




I beg you, learn to see "bad" films; they are sometimes sublime.

- Ado Kyrou




When an old man dies, a library burns down.

- African proverb




The "library" ... means not a collection of books, but the central agency for disseminating information, innocent 
recreation, or, best of all, inspiration among the people.

- Melville Dewey




Galileo is really dreadful. In all innocence he accuses God of the juiciest boners in astronomy! I suppose God didn't work 
hard enough at His astronomy before He wrote Holy Scripture? My dear friend!

- Barberini (from Bertolt Brecht's "Leben des Galilei")




All truth passes through three stages. First, it is ridiculed. Second, it is violently opposed. Third, it is accepted as 
being self-evident.

- Arthur Schopenhauer




There are some people who leave impressions not so lasting as the imprint of an oar upon the water.

- Kate Chopin




If we were to wake up some morning and find that everyone was the same race, creed, and color, we would find some other 
causes for prejudice by noon.

- George Aiken




Life is the art of drawing without an eraser.

- John W. Gardner




The danger of the past was that men became slaves. The danger of the future is that men may become robots. True enough, 
robots do not rebel. But given man's nature, robots cannot live and remain sane, they become "Golems," they will destroy 
their world and themselves because they cannot stand any longer the boredom of a meaningless life.

- Erich Fromm




Disagreeing is a form of learning.

- Mike Hulme




The learned long for more learning not only because it delights them but also because they can delight the world with 
their learning.

- Thiruvalluvar (from "Thirukural", verse 399)




The existence of forgetting has never been proved; we only know that some things do not come to our mind when we 
want them to.

- Friedrich Nietzsche




He who says "Better to go without belief forever than believe a lie!" merely shows his own preponderant private 
horror of becoming a dupe ... It is like a general informing his soldiers that it is better to keep out of battle forever 
than to risk a single wound. Not so are victories either over enemies or over nature gained. Our errors are surely not 
such awfully solemn things. In a world where we are so certain to incur them in spite of all our caution, a certain 
lightness of heart seems healthier than this excessive nervousness on their behalf.

- William James




Italy is not only the country which has contributed most to the artistic civilization of the world, but is also one of 
the countries which has been the most conscientiously and persistently active in the preservation of its artistic 
patrimony. In Italy there is a widely diffused and truly popular conviction that a work of art is not merely an object 
with monetary value, which can be exchanged, but a unique document of man's creativity for which no substitute can be 
found, a page in human history inherent in the history of the whole civilization that has created it.

- Guido Gonnella




Homines libenter quod volunt credunt (Men believe what they want to).

- Publius Terentius




A library is like a butcher's shop; it contains plenty of meat, but it is all raw. No person living can find a meal 
in it till some good cook comes along and says, "Sir, I see by your looks that you are hungry; I know your taste; 
be patient for a moment and you shall be satisfied that you have an excellent appetite!"

- George Ellis




In a library we are surrounded by many hundreds of dear friends imprisoned by an enchanter in paper and leathern 
boxes.

- Ralph Waldo Emerson




Stress is the trash of modern life ... We all generate it but if you don't dispose of it properly, it will pile up 
and overtake your life.

- Danzae Pace




The world is full of magic things, patiently waiting for our senses to grow sharper.

- W.B. Yeats




It is better to prevent than lament.

- Mexican proverb




At the heart of science is an essential balance between two seemingly contradictory attitudes ... an openness to 
new ideas, no matter how bizarre or counterintuitive they may be, and the most ruthless sceptical scrutiny of all 
ideas, old and new. This is how deep truths are winnowed from deep nonsense.

- Carl Sagan




Life is, to some extent, an extended dialogue with your future self about how exactly you are going to let 
yourself down over the coming years.

- Charles Yu ("How to Live Safely in a Science Fictional Universe")




Failure is easy to measure. Failure is an event. Harder to measure is insignificance. A nonevent. Insignificance 
creeps, it dawns, it gives you hope, then delusion, then one day, when you're not looking, it's there, at your 
front door, on your desk, in the mirror, or not, not any of that, it's the lack of all that. One day, when you 
are looking, it's not looking, no one is. You lie in your bed and realize that if you don't get out of bed and 
into the world today, it is very likely no one will even notice.

- Charles Yu ("How to Live Safely in a Science Fictional Universe")




Books are not absolutely dead things, but do contain a potency of life in them to be as active as that soul was 
whose progeny they are; nay, they do preserve as in a vial the purest efficacy and extraction of that living 
intellect that bred them. I know they are as lively, and as vigorously productive, as those fabulous dragon's teeth; 
and being sown up and down, may chance to spring up armed men. And yet, on the other hand, unless wariness be used, 
as good almost kill a man as kill a good book. Who kills a man kills a reasonable creature, God's image; but he who 
destroys a good book, kills reason itself, kills the image of God, as it were in the eye. Many a man lives a burden 
to the earth; but a good book is the precious life-blood of a master spirit, embalmed and treasured up on purpose to 
a life beyond life. 'Tis true, no age can restore a life, whereof perhaps there is no great loss; and revolutions of 
ages do not oft recover the loss of a rejected truth, for the want of which whole nations fare the worse.

- John Milton ("Areopagitica")




I think Jesus would be absolutely mortified that somebody started a religion in His name.

- Rob Bell




The more faults you find in the great man and the more obvious his weaknesses, the more earnestly you have to 
look for the real power which enabled him to achieve what he did.

- T.R. Glover




We leave hornets alone in the wild, but obliterate those that nest in our homes. Whenever we find a hornets' nest 
in the attic, we do not attempt to communicate with its creators, for all their sophisticated social organization 
and architectural skills. We make no effort to have them understand somehow that their natural behavior threatens 
our well-being, that they should voluntarily remove their dangers stingers, thereby allowing us all to thrive 
together peacefully. We do not give a second thought to calling an exterminator or spraying the nest with 
insecticide. So too, representatives of a civilization as far removed from us as we are from arthropods may be no 
less hesitant to eliminate pestiferous humans ... For most of human history, we seem to have been a species worthy 
of scientific study by extraterrestrials, like entomologists cataloging caterpillars. That changed the moment we 
fastened nuclear warheads to ICBMs, just as an entomologist would put aside his microscope for a spray can of 
insecticide if the docile honeybees he had been examining suddenly morphed into dangerous killer bees. Similarly, 
beings capable of traversing the galaxy, and possibly beyond, would find little difficulty in dusting off of Earth 
its anthropic parasite, if they deemed it necessary for their own safety to do so.

- Frank Joseph ("Military Encounters with Extraterrestrials")




"When I use a word," Humpty Dumpty said, in a rather scornful tone, "it means just what I choose it to mean, 
neither more nor less."
"The question is," said Alice, "whether you can make words mean so many different things."
"The question is," said Humpty Dumpty, "which is to be master - that's all."

- Alice Through the Looking Glass




I'm not a part of the [Five Percent Nation, an offshoot of the Nation of Islam] because I don't think any one 
organization can define your relationship with the Creator. But I memorized and understood all the information, and I 
use it every day, just like I use Christain proverbs and text, Islamic proverbs and text, and Buddhist proverbs and 
text. Anything I can use to learn about me. I think the Creator loves that we understand to get a foundation and then 
to build from there. I don't stifle my creativity or my will to learn. My religion, if I have one, is probably the 
arts.

- Erykah Badu




A donkey and a man are always smarter than just a man.

- Bosnian proverb




A book is a visitor whose visits may be rare, or frequent, or so continual that it haunts you like your shadow and 
becomes a part of you.

- al Jahiz (d. 868-9), "The Book of Animals"




Real dream vision is an awareness on the part of the rational soul in its spiritual essence, of glimpses of the 
forms of events. While the soul is spiritual, the forms of events have actual existence in it, as is the case with all 
spiritual essences. The soul becomes spiritual through freeing itself from bodily matters and corporeal perceptions. 
This happens to the soul in the form of glimpses through the agency of sleep, whereby it gains the knowledge of future 
events that it desires and regains the perceptions that belong to it. When this process is weak and indistinct, the soul 
applies to it allegory and imaginary pictures, in order to gain the desired knowledge. Such allegory, then, necessitates 
interpretation.

- Ibn Khaldun (d. 1406), "The Muqaddimah"




Men's disagreements stem from names; when they proceed to the reality, peace ensues.

- Jalal al Din al Rumi (d. 1273), "Mathnawi"




Honey, when you vomit,
Save the biggest bits for me;
I know gentility condemns it,
But it's true econom-ee.

- Paul West




Is it the struggle towards the goals which makes mankind happy? What is the value of having goals for their own sake? They 
all vanish ... It is merely a question of time.

- Fridtjof Nansen, c.1900




Cheer up sad world and wink,
It's kinda fun to be extinct.

- Philo T. Farnsworth




The most important asset of any library goes home at night ... the library staff.

- Timothy Healy




Somebody has to do something, and it's just incredibly pathetic that it has to be us.

- Jerry Garcia




Quantum mechanics forbids a single history.

- Thomas Hertog




Birds born in a cage think flying is an illness.

- Alejandro Jodorowsky




That that which is born still lives and cannot be buried in the cold earth, but only waits to be born again at God's 
behest, where in ancient starlight we lay in repose.

- Fox Mulder




